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Introduction

The late gaslight period for Call of Cthulhu is a
fascinating time. The world is rapidly advancing
technologically and modern cultures are coming into
contact more frequently with the people in other
countries. Unfortunately for some explorers, this
leads to grisly and shocking events along with exotic
diseases ending with a horrific demise, crippling
disfigurement or madness.

Communication through telegraph lines has given the
ability to imperialist nations to closely manage their
holdings in Africa and Asia. This has resulted in a
race by many FEuropean powers to stake out
territories where they can exploit labor and resources.
In some cases they have done this through diplomatic
means but in most cases military conquest and
occupation has become the norm.

It is recommended that a keeper obtain a copy of
Chaosium’s Cthulhu by Gaslight. As of the time
when this monograph is being written, that particular
book is out of print but is being offered as a PDF on
the http://www rpgnow.com web site.

Recently Chaosium have started offering PDF
downloads on their web site.

One other publication that keepers might find handy
to use for a Cthulhu by Gaslight reference is The
Gaslight Equipment Catalogue by Rod Basler. This
monograph can be purchased on the Chaosium web
site in both a printed form or as a PDF file.

I | \ORWARD
Sudan is the largest country in Africa and also

one of the most inhospitable. A year when the rains
are light famine reigns. The average lifespan in
Sudan during the Gaslight period was 33, which is
similar to modern times. Widespread famine led to
desperation, theft, murder cruelty and, in some cases,
madness.

It was a time when the simple son of a boat builder,
who grew up to become a charismatic Sunni Muslim
scholar named Muhammed Ahmed, became a self-
proclaimed Mahdi. He led Sudan into a rebellion
against its Egyptian and British occupiers and
plunged the country into years of fanaticism and
bloodshed. In short, this is a perfect setting for a Call
of Cthulhu scenario or campaign.

Contact with the outside world throughout its history
has been sporadic and mainly from invaders pushing
through from Egypt up the Nile valley to gather
slaves and ivory. Sudan also has a long tradition of
trade with many countries including merchants from
China dating back to the 8" century. Records indicate

that the early Chinese traders called the country of
Sudan Molin-guo. In the early 1800’s the area was
unmapped and as unknown to Europeans as the
uncharted areas of central Asia. Much of the early
exploration was dedicated to finding the source of the
Nile. If it could be dammed, and the flow regulated,
an area greater than the size of Europe could be
controlled.

During the late 19" century noted Egyptologist E.A.
Wallis Budge found evidence that the Egyptians had
contact with Sudan and the people of the upper
reaches of the Nile as early as 4300 B.C. Tomb
paintings indicate trade for elephant ivory, slaves and
what may have been central African pygmies brought
before the Pharaoh to dance for him. The pygmies
would have been captured by slave raiding parties
from Sudan into the area known today as the
Democratic Republic of the Congo.

The closing years of the 19" century witnessed a
great deal of turmoil throughout the British Empire.
One of the major events of that period that is not
widely remembered today was centered in Sudan. An
Englishman named Charles “Chinese” Gordon
became a darling of the British public who followed
every news report. He had been sent to Sudan to
arrange for the evacuation of Egyptian and British
citizens before a fanatical Muslim group took total
control of the country. Gordon was a very devout
Christian and did not want to see an extreme form of
Islam take over and dominate Sudan. He also felt a
strong sense of duty towards the people that he been
sent to evacuate and could not bring himself to leave
just to save his own life.

After his death at the siege of Khartoum at the hands
of the forces of the Mahdi, Sudan was plunged into
thirteen years of chaos. Gordon’s death was finally
avenged after a long military campaign led by Major-
General Horatio Kitchener that advanced through the
Nile valley all the way to Omdurman.

Within this monograph I will present historical
information and will denote Cthulhu mythos
information in distinctive text boxes.

The focus of this monograph will be on the gaslight
era of the late 19™ century. A keeper should have
sufficient information to set adventures in this area
during this era with a minimum of research on their
part.

People of Sudan
Sudan is derived from the Arabic bilad as-

sudan which means Land of the Black. The majority
of the population of Sudan is black with the
remainder being mainly of mixed-Arabic descent. By
the late 19™ century most of the Arab population
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centered in the northern regions was of mixed race
and considered Arabic only through tribal birth and
affiliations.

The southern equatorial regions of Sudan were
primarily populated by black tribal groups. Many
Europeans who had contact in the 19" century with
these southern tribes noted that the people were
above average in size with many being well over six
feet tall.

In the northern areas from the Ethiopian border
westward across Kordofan and Darfur, the people of
Arabic descent were mainly nomadic livestock
herders or settled in small farming communities to
raise hardy grains such as sorghum and millet.
Farmers not living near the Nile, where they could
irrigate their lands, were at the mercy of seasonal
rains. If it was a dry year, people starved or raided
their neighbors and the tribes with the best warriors
survived. This tribal history of hundreds of years of
fighting to survive made the northern Sudanese some
of the fiercest warriors in the world.

These Baggara tribesmen of Darfur and Kordofan
were the core of the Mahdist forces that drove the
Egyptians and British out of Sudan. To these tribal
groups the uprising was a holy jihad against the
occupiers of their country ordered by the self-
proclaimed Mahdi (the redeemer whose return is
prophesized by Muslims). Recognizing that not all
could be recruited through religious motivations, the
Mahdi also exempted the Baggara tribes from having
to pay taxes.

When the Mahdi and, after his death in 1885, the
Khalifa, set up their capital in Omdurman, Baggara
tribesmen from all over the country flocked to their
black banner. This left large areas of the country
unpopulated and farmlands barren without the
manpower to work it. Years of famine and pestilence
followed, reducing great swaths of the country to a
barren wasteland.

In the 1960’s Sudan recognized a total of fifty-six
tribal groups consisting of 597 separate tribes. There
were 115 languages spoken in Sudan with the
majority of people speaking Arabic as a common
language. Many languages in Sudan are distinctive
enough that neighboring tribes might not be able to
communicate except in Arabic.

C limate
Sudan is a tropical country with arid desert in

the north and thick jungles in the south. Temperatures
throughout the year do not vary by great amounts but
in the northern desert regions, even along the Red
Sea, they can reach 140° Fahrenheit. The summer
from the first of May to early September brings
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heavy tropical rains from the moist region of the
Congo basin. These rains bring heavy flooding in the
dry areas, as far north as Khartoum, where some of
the hard baked ground funnels the water into low
laying areas.

When the seasonal winds shift, hot dry air moves into
the country from the Sahara Desert located to the
northwest of Sudan.

In late June and early July the dry hot winds can
make the temperatures in the Khartoum area reach as
high as 112° Fahrenheit. At that time of the year the
people of Sudan look forward to the heavy rains from
the south that cools down the average daytime
temperatures.

( :eography of Sudan
There are four distinct geographical

divisions of Sudan. In the north is a desert region
with the only fertile areas along the banks of the Nile
River that runs on a northward course through the
country into Egypt. In the east are the rich grazing
grasslands rising into Ethiopia through which the
Blue Nile descends in deep gorges from Lake Tana in
Ethiopia. The southern region is from south of
Khartoum through the marshlands of the Sudd into
the thick equatorial jungles of the upper White Nile
River. The west of the country is on the edge of the
Sahara desert with some grass covered highland areas
that receive seasonal rainfall. These heavy rains
cause dangerous flash floods along dry watercourses
called Wadis.

Portions of the country have been known by other
names throughout history, but the names of two of
these areas, Darfur and Kordofan, are still in common
use.

In 1899 the boundaries of Sudan were defined in the
north by the 22" parallel of North Latitude, on the
south by the Lado Enclave on the Congo border and
east of the Nile by the 5" parallel of North Latitude,
on the east by the Red Sea and Abyssinia, and on the
west by the line running through the Libyan desert
established by the Anglo-French agreement of March
1899. Sudan’s length is 1,250 miles and width is
1,080 miles. The area of the country is approximately
950,000 square miles.

There is a quote from General Gordon used as a
footnote in Alford and Swords book:

“From Wady Halfa southwards to Hannek, a
distance of 180 miles, an utter desert extends,
spreading also for miles eastwards and westwards on
both sides of the Nile. For the same length the river is
also encumbered with ridges of rock... It was
therefore this boundary that kept the warlike and



independent tribes of the Soudan quite apart from the
inhabitants of Egypt proper, and has made the
Soudanese and Egyptians two distinct people.”

During the years of the rule of the Mahdi and the
Kalifah, the northern border of Sudan that bordered
Egypt was at Wadi Halfa and heavily guarded. The
Frontier Field Force was led by British officers and
had a mix of British, Egyptian and Sudanese soldiers.
The Sudanese were mainly from the south of Sudan
and were no friends of the Dervishes, many of whom
were involved in the slave trade.

During the period of British rule until Sudanese
independence in 1956, there were several
subdivisions of the original states plus additions from
a partitioning of Equatoria in 1948.

For administrative purposes in 1899 Sudan was
divided into twelve provinces. There are two
classifications with eight of them listed as First Class
and the other four as Second Class. (From The Nile —
Notes for Travellers in Egypt and in The Egyptian
Siidan by E. A. Wallis Budge which uses the period
spellings and accents).

First Class Provinces

* Bahr al-Ghazil — Capital is Waw and the major
towns are Mashra‘ ar-Rik, Dém Zubér, Shak
Shak, Tong, Awrumbik (Rumbek) and Shambi.

* Berber — Capital is Ad-Damar and the major
towns are Rubatab, Berber Town, Berber District
and Shendi.

* Dongola — Capital is Marawi and the major
towns are New Dongola, Khandak, Dabbah and
Kdrti.

* Fa-Shéoda (also Upper Nile or K6dok) — Capital
is Kodok and the major towns are Rank,
Tawfikiyah and Sobat.

¢ Kasala — Capital is Kasala and the major towns
are Kadaref and Kallabat.

¢ Khartiim — Capital is Khartim and the major
towns are Omdurman and Wad Ramlah.

* Kordéfan — Capital is Al-Ubayyad (Al-Obéd)
and the major towns are Bara, Khirshi, Nahid,
Tayyarah, Tandik and Dillin.

* Sennaar — Capital is Sengah and the major
towns are Ruséres, Dindar, Dar Fliing and Abi
Na’amah.

Second Class Provinces

* Blue Nile — Capital is Wad Madani and the
major towns are Abl Dulék, Kamlin, Rugu‘a,
Masallamiyah and Managil.

¢ Halfah — Capital is Halfah and the major towns
are Koshah and Dulgo.

* Mongalla (Created on January 1% 1906) —
Capital is Mongalla.

* Red Sea Province — Capital is Port Sidan and
the major towns are Sawakin and Tokar.



*  White Nile — Capital is Diwém and the major
towns are Katénah, Kawah and Gadid.

Blue Nile — This river flows from Lake Tana in the
Ethiopian highlands and joins the White Nile at
Khartoum. The flow of the river is heaviest from
June to September and during that period accounts
for almost two thirds of the volume of water that
eventually reaches the Nile River in Egypt. During
peak flows the river gushes through mile deep gorges
bringing large quantities of rich sediment into the
Nile River system from Khartoum northward to the
Nile Delta on the Mediterranean.

It should be noted that there may still be much that
can be learned about the history of Nubia and Kush.
Many of their monuments have been quarried over
the centuries to be used as building materials. In
addition, many of the carvings and hieroglyphs have
been defaced to make way for information about
subsequent kings.

In some cases temple decorations have been copied
from other monuments at Memphis and Thebes. It is
likely that the stonecutters and artists did not know
the meaning of the decorations which they were
applying to the Nubian/Kush monuments. There was
one instance of artisans including names and other
information which was over 1300 years old by the
time they were carved at approximately 700 BC.

Nubia
The origin of the word Nubia is still a

debated subject but the leading theory is that it is
based on the ancient Egyptian word for gold ‘nub’.
Nubia was the source of gold, ivory and slaves for

Egypt.

Since the time of the Ancient Egyptians, Nubia also
mined emeralds. The mines were located in what
today are the eastern desert regions. In 1822
Muhammed Ali Pasha, the leader of Egypt, after
Napoleon’s army returned to France, hired Frédéric
Cailliaud, a French mineralogist, to search for the
emerald mines. Cailliaud reported on the location of
many emerald pits and a site called Emerald
Mountain. While travelling through the Nubian area
he also made many sketches of ruins that he came
across. These drawings, which he published when he
returned to France, provided Europeans their first
glimpse of the Merée ruins.

The sandstone cliffs along the Nile in lower Nubia
are so close to the river that many ancient temples
were carved directly into the rock.

Philae, which is located above the 1% cataract south
of Aswan, was one of the main cities of the Nubian
kingdom. There is some evidence that the Blemmyes
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conducted human sacrifices within their temples
there between 250 and 550 AD.

The Blemmyes were a nomadic Nubian tribe that
resisted the Roman army when it advanced
southward from Egypt. There were legends
throughout Europe about the Blemmyes that
described them as being headless creatures with their
facial features located on their chests or bellies.

During the 20™ century, excavations were conducted
at various locations in the north of Sudan. These have
indicated that the area where the Nubian kingdom
covered was far more fertile during the Ancient
Egyptian period. The land from Atbara all the way to
the Ethiopian foothills was heavily forested and home
to animal species that are now found only in the
southern equatorial region.

During the winter of 1895-96 the Egyptian
government arranged for excavations of the ruins at
Philae under the direction of Captain H.G. Lyons of
the Royal Engineers and Herr Ludwig Borchardt who
was a noted German architect and archaeologist.

According to the noted Egyptologist E.A. Wallis
Budge, some of the Nubians worshipped the stars and
the inscriptions that they left behind included
histories of The Dream, The Enthronement and The
Excommunication.

From 1907 to 1909 an assistant professor of
Egyptology at Harvard University named George



Reisner was hired by Egypt to survey the Nubian area
of northern Sudan. Reisner had led the Hearst
Expedition from 1899 to 1905 in Qift which was
located roughly 45 miles north of Luxor. In 1905 he
edited a translation of an Egyptian work called The
Hearst Medical Papyrus. The authenticity of the
source papyrus is stated as being dubious. It currently
resides at the Bancroft Library of the University of
California at Berkeley.

The majority of the research and documentation in
the late 19™ and early 20™ centuries are reflective of
racial attitudes during that period. There was a refusal
to believe that any of the great monuments, tombs
and temples in Nubia was constructed by anybody of
the black race. Popular theories of that time revolved
around Caucasian races constructing the buildings
and over the centuries the blacks taking over through
miscegenation. It is now recognized that there was
cross-cultural exchanges between the people of Egypt
and of Nubia with both adopting each others
engineering and art techniques. Most of the
documentation for the updated outlook comes from
the excavations of the Qustul cemetery during an
expedition by the University of Chicago in 1964.
These findings indicate that in the period between
3800-3100 B.C. both the Nubian and Egyptian
Kingdoms had a strong influence on each other.

Along with evidence of ancient habitation along the
Nile in Nubia, there are also traces of mining
operations as much as 80 miles inland. It also appears
that as the Sahara Desert began spreading into
western Nubia that there was a great migration
towards the Nile of the tribes from that region plus
from southern Libya. It is believed that this migration
was partially responsible for Egypt closing their
outposts and withdrawing below the 1% cataract. They
either could not deal with the influx of refugees, or
the sheer number of the warrior tribes moving into
the area made the Egyptian commercial expeditions
unprofitable.

A surviving document from the reign of Ramesses III
called the Papyrus Harris tells that during the early
20™ Egyptian Dynasty gold production in Nubia
sharply declined.

I : ush
In the 8" century BC the Kushite kingdom

covered the area between the 2™ and 4™ cataracts.
This area would later be known as Upper Nubia. The
Egyptians referred to this Kush region at different
times as Miu and Irem.

One of the main cities of Kush was Napata which
was near the 4™ cataract. Napata was at its apex
during the Egyptian 25™ Dynasty from 780-656 BC.

It was during this period that Kushite King Piye led
his army in an invasion of Egypt

The time when Kush was at its richest is estimated to
be from 1650-1600 BC when the royal city of
Kerma, with a population of over 2,000 people, was
fortified by a 33 foot high wall having four gates.

Kush managed to occupy Egypt for nearly forty years
until they were driven back into their own country
during the reign of King Taharqa (690-664 BC).

The priests of Kush practiced a form of sympathetic
magic using objects that are called Execration Texts.
These objects were either bowls or small statues of
bound captives. Hieroglyphs were inscribed on these
objects containing the name(s) of the spell target and
what the spell caster wished to happen to them. Many
fragments of these ceremonial objects have been
excavated within the grounds of temples leading
archaeologists to believe that at the culmination of
the spell the bowl or statue was smashed.

Situated near the foot of the 4™ cataract on the Nile is
Jebel Barkal. It is a flat topped mountain rising
approximately three hundred feet above the
surrounding desert floor. It was first examined by
George Waddington from Trinity College at
Cambridge and his associate the Reverend Barnard
Hanbury from Jesus College also at Cambridge in
1821.



Note: Jebel Barkal is mentioned in Chaosium’s
Secrets of Kenya.

At the foot of the mountain is located the royal
cemetery of Kushite royalty. Excavations indicate
that the cemetery was in use until the end of the 4
century BC.

One of the artifacts found amongst the tombs of Jebel
Barkal was a spouted vessel that has been associated
with milk offerings. The shape of the container
symbolizes a breast and the divine milk consumed
from the vessel was symbolic of rebirth.

As with the early research into the excavation of
Nubia, those writing about Kush in the 19" and early
20™ centuries reached their conclusions from a
European ethnocentric viewpoint. It was believed that
the Kushite Kingdoms consisted of a group of
frontier barbarians or ‘noble savages’ who took
advantage of the weaker and effete Egyptians that
had become a decadent culture consisting mainly of
scholars and clergymen. This may have been an
interpretation of archaeological findings based on
what was known during that period of existing
African tribal chieftains and kings.

Meroé
One of the earliest Sudanese kingdoms

was Mero€ which was established around 750 BC.

Frédéric Cailliaud first mapped the site of Meroé
from 1815-17 and published the information in
Europe in 1827.

The Prussian Egyptologist Karl Richard Lepsius
claimed that the word Meroé meant either ‘white
rocks’ or ‘white stones’.

Following the advance of the British and Egyptian
forces being led by General Kitchener, noted
Egyptologist E.A. Wallis Budge performed
excavations during 1898-99 at Meroé€ using the maps
of Lepsius. Only a cursory examination of the site
could be conducted due to the shortage of local labor.

It was during this period in Meroé that Budge wrote:

“...there were hardly any people to be seen, no cattle
existed, only here and there was a water-wheel at
work, and only here and there were a few sheep or
goats to be seen; the gazelles in the desert were
almost as numerous as the sheep. Not a donkey could
be obtained for many miles, and the very dogs had
been exterminated by the dervishes.”

I : ordofan
This is the name of the central Sudan area,
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bordered by Darfur in the west, the Nile on the east,
desert in the north and the dense jungles of the
equatorial regions in the south. The area that it covers
is approximately five times the size of Great Britain.

Most of Kordofan is rolling plains with the southeast
area covered by the Nuba Mountains. This province
has the best grazing area in the country and is
populated by a mixture of fierce Arab-descended
nomadic herdsmen known as Baggara and the
agricultural peoples in the north of Kordofan called
Kababish who raise camels.

In the south of the province are many tribes of black
descent mainly of the Dinka and Nuba. These black
tribes became prey for several hundred years to Arab
slave traders. The tribes in south Kordofan raise
cattle and cultivate grains, cotton, tobacco and
groundnuts (peanuts).

In the 1880’s this was the region where the Mahdi
initially recruited the followers that became his
dervish army.

D arfur
The kingdom of Darfur (Arabic for Land of

the Furs) existed for approximately 300 years from
1596 to 1916 as an independent state ruled by a
Sultan. It is located on the western edge of Sudan and
covers an area of approximately 190,000 square
miles. The north of Darfur is dry and desert-like
where it borders Libya and the central region is
mountainous with some ridges rising to nearly ten
thousand feet above sea level.

The soil in Darfur is quite sandy and in years of
drought much of the region is prone to a dustbowl
effect. The sandy ground dries up and blows away
leaving poor soil to plant crops in during subsequent
years. These periods exacerbates the long-term
famine problems to which this region is prone.

British officers and soldiers that had faced the forces
of the Mahdi noted that the warriors from Darfur had
a preference for medieval weapons and armor. In
some cases they would take to the field of battle
wearing polished plate armor and helmets from the
period of the crusades. They were proficient with
swords and pole arms and some would go into battle
with sword and shield.

Following the campaign by Kitchener to retake
Sudan, Sultan Ali Dinar was given control of Darfur
in exchange for a yearly tribute to the British
Governor-General in Khartoum.

I : hartoum



The famous British explorer and big game hunter
Samuel Baker and his wife travelled through central
Africa in the 1860’s and described Khartoum as
being:

“A more miserable, filthy and unhealthy place can
hardly be imagined.”

Khartoum had a population of over 30,000 living in
burnt brick huts. The town was surrounded by barren
desert and the streets were littered with the rotting
bodies of dead animals.

Being constructed at the confluence of the Blue and
White Nile Rivers, portions of the town were prone
to seasonal flooding. The streets were open sewers
and the only drinking water was drawn by water
wheels from the two rivers. During the season when
the Nile was at its highest level, July to September,
the risk of disease from drinking the water was
greatly elevated.

The Egyptian forces occupying Sudan brutally
enforced their rule with daily public floggings in the
town squares and nothing could happen without the
proper authorities being bribed.

By 1850 under the rule of Latif Pasha, Khartoum had
grown to over 3,000 homes. There were European
luxury goods readily available to those who could
afford them in the bazaar. A Roman Catholic mission
had been built and representatives from other
Christian faiths were beginning to establish missions
in various parts of Sudan.

The first bridge to be constructed across the Nile
between Khartoum and Omdurman did not open until
1910. Until that time river crossings were made by
boat.

O mdurman
Before the rise of the Mahdi this town was a

small market community located on the western
shore of the Nile at the confluence of the White and
Blue Nile Rivers. Before the invasion and occupation
by the Egyptians in 1821 it was much larger than
Khartoum.

Omdurman had a large market for the trading of
camels, horses, livestock and produce along with
other trade goods. Soon after the coming of the forces
of the Khedive, Greek and Syrian merchants began to
arrive and started importing and selling European
luxury items. During the reign of the Mahdi and the
Khalifa many of the merchants professed their
adherence to the Islamic faith and continued running
their businesses but many items were outlawed such
as tobacco, makeup and alcoholic beverages. During

the reign of the Mahdi and the Khalifa smoking was
made illegal and punishable by public flogging.

The town had a reputation of being filthy with open
sewage running through the streets, and animal
carcasses left to rot wherever they fell. Frequent dust
storms filled the town with choking clouds of sand
and the houses built closely together were subject to
frequent fires that would burn entire neighborhoods.

Mud brick structures were common but others were
constructed with thin poles and palm leaf roofs. The
prison called the Umm Hagar (House of Stone) was a
one story building with no windows where all of the
prisoners were driven at night. If there was too many
to fit, the guards forced them in with clubs and
torches. Overnight the prisoners would fight for
space and the dead would be removed in the
morning. Those in charge of Umm Hagar provided
no food to the prisoners and those without family or
friends to bring meals would either starve or have to
steal from their fellow prisoners.

The only building that was taller than one story was
the Khalifa’s harem, everything else was one story.
After the death of the Mahdi a tomb was constructed
in his honor to house his body. This building was the
tallest structure in Sudan.
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Suakin
The seaport of Suakin is located on the Red
Sea approximately thirty miles north of present day
Port Sudan.

Throughout the history of Sudan and especially in the
19" century this was the main point-of-entry for trade
with other countries, primarily in slaves and ivory
with merchants from Yemen. It was also the major
departure point for pilgrims on their way to Mecca
across the Red Sea.

In 1896 when the British forces reached Suakin they
found that most of the buildings were located on a
small barren island connected to the mainland by a
narrow causeway. From a distance the structures
looked imposing, many of them five stories tall stood
next to tall condensation towers that supplied most of
the fresh water for the town.

Travelling through the narrow streets revealed that
much of the town had been abandoned. The larger
structures were constructed using coral from the Red
Sea but next to them stood small mud brick huts.

From previous years of attempts to industrialize this
coastal town, there were piles of rotting railroad ties
and rusting steam engines and other equipment.

On the mainland end of the causeway stood a high
defensive wall a mile and a half long, six feet thick

and fifteen feet high. All along the wall were gun
positions and holes for rifles. The desert tribes in this
area of Sudan were notorious for raiding small towns
and most if not all had built defenses against them.

During the years of the Mahdi and the Kalifah
legitimate trade to the outside world had faded to
almost nothing. In 1896 the remaining traders in
Suakin consisted of smugglers of illicit goods such as
drugs and alcohol along with Arabs and Yemeni’s
who were still doing a thriving business in slavery.

The British soldiers that were assigned to the defense
of Suakin soon discovered how inhospitable that it
could be. The heat of summer can reach over 120°
Fahrenheit and the infection rates of some tropical
diseases can be very high. The highest recorded
temperature at Suakin in the late 1800’s was 139°.

Timeline of Sudan
552 BC - King Cambyses of Persia marches

his army into Kush after conquering Egypt. While
advancing towards Napata and Meroé through the
desert the majority of his soldiers died and the
survivors had to retreat back to Egypt.

Circa 450 BC — Herodotus writes about the Sudan
area in his The Histories. He claimed that during that
period that Egypt was maintaining a large number of
garrisons along the Upper Nile to protect their
interests and trade routes. By Heredotus’ calculations
these garrisons numbered a total of 240,000 men. The
only city in the Upper Nile (Sudan) region that
Herodotus mentions is Meroé above the 1% cataract.
He mentions during that period there was widespread
worship of Zeus and Dionysus in Meroé. The city
also had an oracle of Zeus who was responsible for
making decisions about war.

750-900 AD — Chinese merchants travel regularly to
the Sudan port of Suakin. They carry silk and pottery
and exchange it for ivory, shark fins and other exotic
goods. The Chinese had established trading enclaves
in many coastal areas throughout Asia plus they had
well travelled trade routes along the famous Silk
Road.

1517 — Turkish invasion led by Salim through the
Red Sea port of Massawa (Port Sudan). The goal was
to establish permanent bases for the ivory and slave
trade.

1770’s — In 1768 the Scottish scholar and merchant
James Bruce travelled into northern Africa to explore
and reached the city of Gondar on the northern end of
Lake Tana in late 1770. He then set out to follow the
flow of the river from Lake Tana to determine if it
emptied into the Nile. When he reached the location
where Khartoum stands today, his notes indicate that
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there was a small town called Halfaya situated
somewhat south of the present city. Although he
faced many difficulties travelling the length of the
Blue Nile, he finally reached Aswan at the end of
November 1772. Bruce finally reached London in
1774. His journals provided some of the earliest
documentation of the peoples and country of Sudan.
Much of what he wrote was not believed until the
middle of the 19™ century when other explorers had
the opportunity to visit some of the sites that he had
recorded.

1821 — The Khedive of Egypt, Muhammed Ali, sent
an army to Sudan led by his son Ismail. After
defeating the opposing Sudanese forces, the Egyptian
government annexed the provinces of Dongola,
Kordofan and Senar. The Sudanese were so lawless
that it was impossible to impose Egyptian rule over
them but the Khedives forces were able to collect
tribute as a form of taxation. The Khedive was
hoping that by taking control of the ivory and slaves
trades that he would be able to boost the failing
Egyptian economy. During the Egyptian military
campaign nearly 50,000 Sudanese were killed. This
heavy handed approach to the invasion and
subsequent occupation led to many generations of
Sudanese who had an absolute hatred for anything
even associated with the Turks or Egypt.

1860°s — Khartoum was the center of the slave and
ivory trade in Sudan. Egypt had over 15,000 troops
stationed to maintain order and to collect taxes.
Sometimes the troops would be ordered to raid
Sudanese villages to gather tribute in the form of
food and cattle.

1860’s — After the finish of the American Civil War
in 1865 many veterans came to Sudan looking for
fortune and adventure. There was work for skilled
riverboat pilots, mechanics and engineers as well as
military veterans and skilled officers.

1870’s — In the provinces of Bahr-el-Ghazal, Darfur
and Kordofan there were approximately 5000 traders
in ivory and slaves. Each had their own security
forces and used techniques of either brutal raids or
building relationships with tribal leaders through
diplomacy and bribery. The most infamous slave
trader in Sudan was Al-Zubayr Rahma Mansur. Born
in the Jaalin tribe in northern Sudan, Al-Zubayr,
started in the slave trade in 1856 and by 1873 had a
network of thirty trading forts called zeribas and
thousands of men working on his behalf. In 1873 the
Khedive of Egypt granted Al-Zubayr the title of
Pasha along with the governorship of the province of
Bahr-al-Ghazal. Charles Gordon maneuvered to have
Al-Zubayr summoned to Cairo in 1878 where he was
detained and not permitted to return to Sudan.
Gordon’s forces then systematically attacked the
slavers to stop the trade and they even killed Al-
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Zubayr’s son who had taken over the trade in the
absence of his father. This made a later meeting in
Cairo between Al-Zubayr and Gordon somewhat
awkward.

1870 — Samuel Baker received a commission from
the Khedive of Egypt to lead a force of Egyptian
troops into the South of Sudan to suppress the slave
trade. Since many of the slavers were Egyptian, it is
presumed that the Khedive was taking this action in
an attempt to curry favor with his European patrons.
Egypt was greatly in debt and attempting to have the
bulk of its loans forgiven but this move was being
blocked by France and Russia.

1873 - Construction of a telegraph line was
completed between Khartoum and Cairo.

1877 — Colonel Charles Gordon was appointed as the
Governor General of Sudan. His first act was to
suppress revolts in the provinces of Darfur and Bahr-
al-Ghazal and annex those provinces on behalf of the
Khedive of Egypt. Darfur never acknowledged the
authority of the Egyptians and taxes had to be
collected by armed expeditions.

1877 — On the 4™ of August Great Britain and Egypt
signed an agreement that prohibited the business of
the slave trade. All traffic in Egypt was to be halted
by the end of 1884 and in the annexed provinces of
Sudan by the end of 1889.

1878 — Gordon’s forces in Sudan begin stopping
slave caravans, under orders from Egypt, and in a one
year period capture a total of 63 caravans. One of
Gordon’s military officers was an Italian named
Romolo Gessi who was a veteran of the Crimean
War. Gordon sent Gessi with a large force aboard the
gunboat Bordein to the Bahr-al-Ghazal province.
Their mission was to put down an insurrection led by
Suleiman who was the son of the notorious slaver Al-
Zubayr Rahma Mansur. Young Suleiman and the
sheikhs that he was leading were put to death and
over ten thousand slaves were freed. Gordon
personally led a follow-up force behind Gessi to clear
out the isolated pockets of resistance.

1880 — Romolo Gessi was recalled to Cairo while
governing the province of Bahr-el-Ghazal. On the
return trip his ship was blocked off for three months
in the Sudd. Most of the 400 men on board died of
starvation and the survivors were reduced to resorting
to cannibalism in order to survive while waiting to be
rescued.

1881 — On the 12" of August Egyptian authorities
sent 120 soldiers and 6 officers aboard the Nile
steamer Ismailia to arrest the troublesome Mahdi and
his followers. They were situated on the island of
Abba where the Mahdi had made his home in a mud



bank several years earlier after denouncing his
Islamic Sufi spiritual teacher as being too liberal and
permitting singing and dancing at his son’s wedding.
The ragtag bunch of fundamentalists overcame the
armed Egyptian soldiers with nothing more than
sticks, stones and a few spears. A few of the Egyptian
troops managed to escape by swimming through the
crocodile infested waters back to the Ismailia. A
second even larger group of soldiers were sent out,
but the Dervishes ambushed them and once again
nearly all of the troops were killed. With each
successful battle, the Dervish forces were also
capturing rifles, pistols and ammunition. When the
third group of Egyptian soldiers was sent out, they
actually managed to capture some of the Mahdi’s
spies. These spies were brutally executed in front of
the Egyptian troops by having their arms and legs
chopped off. This was done to demonstrate to the
soldiers that the followers of the Mahdi were not
under divine protection from Allah. The
demonstration had the opposite effect since each of
the spies died bravely while shouting defiantly at the
executioners. Morale was so bad that when this third
large group of troops finally met the Mahdi’s forces,
they panicked or froze during battle and were
massacred almost to the last man.

1881 — Muhammad Ahmad who was to become
known as the Mahdi, declared the he was “The
Expected Saviour” and began to attract followers
throughout Sudan. In the religion of Islam the Mahdi
heralds the Yaum al-Qiyamah (Day of resurrection).
The concept of the Mahdi is one that is not agreed

upon by all Muslim sects and is a serious cause of
schism, doctrinal disagreement and sometimes
violence.

1882 — To many in Sudan the Mahdi was beginning
to appear invincible and entire tribes began to join
with him. His military might was bolstered greatly
when the fierce Baggara warriors from the Abdullahi
tribe became followers. By this time the large group
was based at Jebel Gedir in the Nuba Mountains of
Kordofan province and the logistics were becoming
more difficult as their number grew. The Mahdi
appointed four Khalifas (successors) to help him with
administration and organizing the followers into a
coherent body.

1882 — When it became apparent that the Dervishes
were going to continue spreading across Sudan,
citizens in Khartoum and the larger communities
began stockpiling weapons. In the bazaars a new
American made Remington rifle was trading for two
young female slaves.

1882 — The consolidated forces of the Mahdi
marched on the city of El Obeid which was a major
center for trade and administration by the Egyptian
occupying force. The defenders managed to hold off
the Mahdi’s forces by making effective use of their
American made Remington rifles killing over 10,000
of the fanatical attackers who were armed with
swords and spears. The Mahdi then ordered the town
to be surrounded and the defenders starved out. This
medieval style siege took several months but
eventually El Obeid was taken.

1884 — After having returned to Britain for a brief
period, Gordon was asked to go back to Sudan to
make arrangements for the evacuation of all
Europeans and to actively suppress the slave trade.
He established himself in Khartoum where he
directed the forces of the Egyptian Khedive against
the Mahdist army with the intention of holding them
back until the evacuation was completed. The forces
under Gordon’s command suffered from a lack of
training and it was uncertain which units might break
and run under fire. The primary mounted unit was the
Bashi-Bazouks who were noted for their ferocity in
battle. Most of them were of Balkan descent and they
had earned a reputation for cruelty to their enemies.
Gordon also had a 100 man mounted unit of
Cuirassiers wearing a mixture of chain and ring mail
and armed with two handed swords and lances.

1884 — Near the end of the year the Mahdist army
captured Omdurman and then surrounded Khartoum,
interdicting traffic on the Nile. The city was under a
siege intended to starve the people into yielding.
Through Gordon’s leadership and force of will, he
kept the people from surrendering. Some did manage
to slip out of the city and join the enemy, providing
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the Mahdi with valuable intelligence about the
conditions in Khartoum.

1885 - Information reached Omdurman that the
British were sending a rescue mission up the Nile to
rescue Gordon. On the 26™ of January the Dervish
army stormed the city walls and overran Khartoum.
The starving defenders could do little to defend
against the massive assault. Gordon was speared to
death on the steps of the Governor Generals mansion
as he confronted the Arab forces that had taken the
city. His head was hacked from his body and taken to
the Mahdi in Omdurman and shown to the European
prisoners being held by the dervish forces. This
occurred two days before the gunboats on the rescue
mission came within sight of the city. Seeing that the
flag had been removed from the roof of Gordon’s
headquarters made them realize that the city had
fallen, so they turned back turned back and the
mission was aborted.

1885 — Throughout the year, the various remaining
Egyptian outposts were cut off and attacked with
many Europeans becoming prisoners of the Dervish
forces. Eventually they were all conveyed to
Omdurman where they were subjected to
imprisonment and torture. Some escaped but others
remained captive until the country was recaptured by
the British and Egyptian forces led by the Sirdar Lord
Kitchener.

1885 — On the 22™ of June Muhammad Ahmad, who
is known simply as the Mahdi, died in Omdurman
and was eventually succeeded by his second-in-
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command Abdallahi ibn Muhammad in 1891 after a
five year struggle amongst the Dervish leaders. There
are conflicting reports as to the cause of death of the
Mahdi with one story attributing it to typhus and the
other to smallpox. A large monument was
constructed at Omdurman to house the remains of the
Mahdi. Those crossing the desert could see its silver
dome 3 days ride away. It soon became a site of
pilgrimage in the Muslim world drawing visitors
from as far away as Samarkand in Central Asia.

1885 — With the growing force of the Dervish army
at Omdurman, patrols would regularly range outward
from the city to raid neighboring towns for food. The
Dervishes would ruthlessly slaughter those that
opposed them and then enslave the survivors into
their army. There seemed to be little or no thought
put into these tactics that if they wiped out the
communities that was growing food and raising
animals, the following year there would be even less
resources available.

1885 — Throughout the year there were rumors about
a strange European wandering through Sudan. It was
eventually discovered that Oliver Pain, a French
freelance journalist for several radical newspapers,
was seeking to broker a deal between the forces of
the Mahdi and France. He was brought before the
Khalifa to present his case. The Khalifa dismissed
him saying that he had no need to make deals with a
nation of infidels. Pain was held with the other
European prisoners in Omdurman and eventually
died of an unknown wasting disease.

1885 — There was a great draught during the year that
destroyed most of the harvest. To make matters
worse, at harvest time there was a great plague of
locusts. The people were reduced to killing and
eating the locusts. Many travelers died along
traditional routes as watering holes dried up and
caravans ran out of water. Survivors described
Omdurman during this period as bodies filling the
streets. Desiccated corpses could be seen moving as
their insides were eaten by mice and rats. One of the